132                 The Mahdbharata: A Criticism.
Yudhishthira dismissed the princes to their homes with
costly and suitable presents.
The assembling of princes for the purpose of pro-
claiming the assumption of the Imperial Power cannot
always be a successful proceeding. Moreover the display
of wealth and power rouses jealousy in the heart of the
evil-disposed, while the coming together of many persons
whose high position makes them sensitive on points of
honour, unavoidably furnishes occasion to many for
being displeased and discontented. Thus in spite of his
efforts in the right direction, Yudhishthira soon found
that he had by his actions given a point to the height of
glory to which he had risen and that there must be a
descent for some time at least, however much he might
fondly hope that there were pinnacles after pinnacles of
glory rising one above the other like the peaks of the
Himalayas. He had created an unconquerable feeling of
hatred and envy in the heart of his cousin which soon
bore its evil fruit as we shall see* in the next chapter.